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The Kolaba District Congress Committee has, therefore, after full
consideration of these facts, passed a resolution in September last, to the
effect that this spinning franchise cannot work in this district and its in-
troduction in the Congress Constitution would endanger the very existence
of almost all the committees in the district- We, therefore, inform you
at the earliest opportunity after the spinning franchise is adopted by the
Congress, that, though several of us have either voted for the resolution in
the Congress or have refrained from voting against it only because the
Swarajya party had decided to treat it as a party question, and others
because they thought it inevitable to do so for the sake of unity in the
Congress, it is difficult for us to carry it out in practice, so that you may
not afterwards have any occasion for disappointment.

It is dated 27th December and signed by twelve members
including the President and the Secretary*   I hope that the signa-
tories do not propose to carry their threat into effect*   If these
gentlemen have voted for, or refrained from voting against, the
spinning resolution for the sake of discipline or unity, I beg to
point out to them that the mere voting or refraining does not
fulfil the conditions of discipline or unity.  To be effective, dis-
cipline means the carrying into effect of the terms of the resolu-
tion in a proper soldierly spirit of obedience although it may not
commend itself to reason,    Such  was  the spirit of the Light
Brigade whose memorable charge has been made  famous by
Tennyson.   Such was also the spirit of the soldiers who, although
they knew they were running into the jaws of death, followed their
general during the Boer war and were riddled to death by the
Boer bullets on the heights of Spion&op.   A mechanical assent by
them to their general's proposition that the heights should be
carried would have meant nothing, and would have meant oven
disgrace.   It was the action though reluctant yet as daring as that
of the staunchest believers that made them heroes. Be it noted that
they fought a battle in which defeat was a certainty.  But heroes
are made in the hour of defeat. Success is, therefore, well described
as a series of glorious defeats-   What if the franchise is found at
the end of the year to have produced a failure?    It will be a
glorious defeat if the Congressmen irrespective of parties and irres-
pective of willingness or .unwillingness will work their bast to
make it a success.       ;

Sor is it proper to mj ai ^e signatories have said that many
feave vdtsed for &e retoti^n for tfee $ake of unity if they have
. work m' t^cdaace witfe the resolution.   Unity ik
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